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masters and slaves, attention was called to an
decline beth in the total number and the

aliective force of the slave population. The total
sember of slaves in Demerara and Essequibo,
wikich, by the registration of 1817, had been 77,163,
wan redueed by the registration of 1832 to 65,617,
sad that notwithstanding the introduction betwren
2817 and 1824 of 4,701 slaves brought from the isl-
ands and newly registered. The total of the Berbice
jon, which had stood at 24,549 in 1817, had

sank by 1831 to 20,645, showing an absolute dimi-
wation for the whele of British Guiana of tweuty
@eusand slaves, or one-fifth of the entire slave
in fifteen pears. Nor was this the
werst of it. There was every prospeet that, un-
dar the existing system, this dimmution of the
Iaber strength of the colony must eontinue to go
on for years to come. Although the disproportion
wimales to females had coneiderably diminished,
»o incresse, but, on the ceutrary, a marked de-
arease had occurred in the pumber of children
mader the nge of fen years, They bad stood in
Demerars and Essequibo, by the first registra.
tion, at 17,226, In 1822, they numbered but
12,231, showing a diminution of nearly 5,000, and
Ralding out but a dismal prospect as to the future
mpply of labor. The Demerara and Essequibo
wegistration of 1517 had shown between the ages
of ten and thirty 27,124 elaves. This class was
weduced by the registration of 1832 to 22,128
The dimivution in the class between thirty and
forty—the very prime of life—was still mare re-
markable. 1t bad sunk from 19,995 to 8,345, On
#he ather hand, the class of those over forty showed
an increase of 11,998,  This change in the relative
proportion of those over forty goes to explain in
part the diminutiou in the number of childgn, an
wndue proportion of the women being now beyond
#he age of child-bearing. The slave population,
which in 1817 had been vigorous and effective, a
picked body of laborers, almost the entire number
wmder fifty, was now growing old and decrepid,
aad was undergoing & constantly accelerated and
diminution of pumbers and a still greater one of

affective foree.

The Registrar in hin report for 1832, after no-
Weing these focts, adde the following remarks:
* Fer several years back West India estates have
_* done but little more than pay their expenses,

= leaving little or no profit upon the eapital in-
“ yested; and u diminution of futwre effective lo-
* ber so great as the colony peems doomed shortly
“* to cxperience, will no doubt gradually render
® small estates no longer worth cultivating, The
* eulfivation of sugar, ecoffee, and cotton consti-
“stitates almost the whole wealth and employ-
* ment of this eolony. The two latter have been
* caltivated with loss for some time past, and the
* alaves of many of these propertics have been trans-
* forred to sugar estates which are mostly short.
* hewded, and the land abandoned.”

This statement is of importanee, an conclusively
preving that the intreduction of froe labor iste
the colony is in wo way responsible for the final
extinetion of the coffee and cotton cultivation,
which had been long in progress, and which was
predestined, even bad the slave system continued.
1 aleo poes to ehow that the diminwtion of labor,
of which, subsequent to the emaucipation, the

- sagar plauters so loudly complained, was not sololy
due to the withdrawal of the emancipated negroes
foom the plantations, but, in a considerable degree,
alno to an actual diminution in the effective labor-
img foree of the emancipated population, Tu 1832,
#he colony still contained upward of 30,000 labor-
@rs of African birth. Neariy the whole of theee, in
the course of the next ten or filteen years, either died
off, or beeame superannuated. Nor was there any
adequate proportion of young people by whom
#heir places could be supplied. It is plain then
fhat, if the slavery system had been left undis
#u:bed, the colony wae destined to an inevitable
deelive from lack of labor. Nor would it have
been possible to apply the remedy made admissible
by the free-labor system, of immigration from
abroad—a remedy which, after much expense,
mismanngement, and a dear-bought experience,
wses destined ultimately'to supply the sugar planta.
tiens with all the labor they may require, while, at
#he same time, an opening is made for a class of
wmall farmers avd freebolders employed in the
maiging of food for the domestic consunption of
#he colony.

Modifications in the slave labor system identical
with those introduced into British Guinon were in-
wroduced also into the ecolonies of St. Lucia and
Trividad, they being, like British Guiana, eon-
quered colunies, and ar such subject to direct
legisiation on fhe purt of the Crown. Similar
ehanges were strongly urged upon Jamaiea and the
wther original English eolonies. But the local
Regislatures of those colonies decidedly refused.
In their case the only resort was to an act of
Parlisment, But in the unreformed Parlinment
#he West India interest was very strong, and the
Ministry hesitoted. The obstinate resietance of
the West India Legislstures to any modification of
the slave syrtem, induced the reformed Parliament

-#e take a step which a more complying spirit might
have prevented or delayed.  This was the passage
of an act applicable alike to all the elave colonies,
fo go into operation on the Ist of August, 1534, by
which Slavery was abolished, and a temporary
apprenticeship substituted for it. This appren-
ticeship was to last, in the case of slaves attached
to the plantstions, for wix years; in the case
of bousehold servants, for four  yeurs.
The position in which the apprentices were placed
by this act was a considerable advanee upon that
e which the elaves of British Guiana had been
raised by the recent legislation in their favor.
The luber to be requiyed of the adult elaves was
reduced to fortyfise hours in the week, which
might be either sgven hours and a half for six dayr,
er pine hours for five days, thus leaving the slaves
Saturday in which to cultivate their provision
grounds, As in the case of domestie servants, it
was pot poesible thus to limit the hours of labor,
their apprenticeship was to be two years shorter.

vequired. The power of ioflicting punishmen
waa taken awey from the masters. They could
oy be inflicted by order of cortain magistrotea
Ruovwy as special justices, sent out from England
#e admigister the apprenticeship law, snd bolding
much thy game place as the protectors of slaves
already appointed in British Guisna,

The act aleo provided for 8 compensation to the

A fixed allowanee of provisions and elothing wq

predial, contisting for the most part of domes-

tic servante. There were 3,352 returned as aged,

diseased, or otherwise non-effective, and 9,803 as

under six years of age. These last were not in-

cluded in the apprenticeship, but were declared

free at onee, For the purpose of the appraise-

ment the predial attached were classed as head

people, 3,313; mechanics, 1,610; inferior mechan-

ice, 618; field laborers, 39,193; inferior field la-

borers, 13,073. The total appraisement amounted
to £9,480,557, or about $45,550,000, which gave
the slaves an average value of about 550, The
ecompensation paid amounted to about half the
appraised value, Thie large sum—upward of
twenty millions of dollars—went alnost entirely

into the hands of the British merchauts who held
mortgages on the plantations,

To earry the apprenticeship system into opera-
tion, & new Governor, Sir. James Carmichael
Smith, had been eent to the colony. He proved a
magistrate of great firmness and decision, ard the
planters soon found that it was in vain to expect
from bim anything but the most strict impartiality
in carrying ghe new law into effect. One of the
early resnlts of the new mystem, was the general
intreduetion of task-work. Tables were pre-
pared by a committee of planters appointed by the
Governor, showing the quantity of each diserip-
tion of work which might be expected from an
avernge hand as the result of a day's Iabor.

These tables were based upon the experience of
the elave time. But it was soon found, that the
more athletic snd active, under the vew stimulus
of securing the rest of the day for themselves,

could perform the appointed task in much less
time than (he average of the laborers, and many of
these eficient workers were induced by the offer
of payment, to perform a sacond, or part of a see-
ond tsrk. Mechanieal improvements, which begun
now to be generally introduced, saved a large
amount of labor in supplying the sugar-mills with
esnes for grinding, avd in earrying away the
 megass” so called, the crushed residium of the
cane, to the logies, or long and lofty sheds, roofed
over, but open at the sides, in which the megass is
stored to be protected from the raine, and kept in

a condition to be employed as fuel for the sugar-
builers.

1t thus bappened that notwithetanding the cur-

tailment in the number of hours of labor, which
the planters could extort from their apprentices,

and the actual diminution of the number of
laborers, which, from eauses already pointed out,
was gaing on during the whole period of the ap-
prenticeship, the sugar planters were still able to
keep up and even to extend their cultivation. The
erope of sugar, rum, and molasees during the four
years that the apprenticeship lasted were decidedly
larger than they ever bad been under the slave
system, The apprenticeship as administered in
British Guisua combined, as we haveseen, to a cer-
tain extent, the advantages of both slave and free
lubor. While the planters derived from the ap-
prentices, ae such, nearly or quite as mueh labor
as they bad been able to extract from them ae
slaves, by paying for extra work they were able to
obtain an additional quantity. Nor was the eur-
tailment in the autbority of the masters so sudden
or g0 extensive as that introduced by the appren-
ticeship act into most of the other colonies. The
changes of the eight years preceding had gradually
prepared the way. The planters, knowing that
e power of the Crown might and would be exer-
cised to remove any sbstacles and to put down
auy opposition to the smooth working of the
new syetem, soon secommodated themeelves to it.
Iu the other celonies, those at least which had
Legislatures of their own, the case was different.
Those colonies, and especially Jumaica, as they

their obstinate refusal to adopt any of the medifi-
catiouk in the slave kystem demanded of them, so
they did their best to embarrass in every way the
vperation of the Apprenticeship act. The local
“legislation requisite to give that act effect was
very grudgingly and insufficiently yielded. Noth-
ing, indeed, but the necessity of making certain
provisions for carrying that act into effect, re-
quired as a preliminary to a share in the slave
compensgtion,extorted from those local Legislatures
a hesitating and reluetant complianee. The sume
spirit exhibited by the loesl Legislatures was dis-
played on a large part of the plantatione. Instead
of gracefully yieMing to what bad become an in-
evitable neeeseity, the greater part of the planters
still efruggled to evade or sel aside the provisions
“of the net, The apprentices, on the other hand,
stickled obstinately for their new rights, and a
state of contention was thus introduced, by no
menns favarable, as the result of the crops showed,
to the intereste of the planters. This they
aweribied to the systom itsclfl ae a necessary result,
They made bLitter complaints of the meddling
spivit of the stipendiary magistrates, whom they
necnged of ulways taking the side of the appren-
tices.  On the other hand, the Eunglish frionds of
the apprentices alleged that the stipendiary magis-
trates, fiom the very necessit v of their voeial po-
sition, were altogether too much inelined to favor
the planters.  Both wides agreed that the appren-
ticeship worked badly; both abounded 1n appeals
and complaiuts to the Hume Governmont, till
finally it was resolved, by the coneent und agree-
ment of the lnead Legislatures, that the apprentice.
ehip eyetem ghould terminate oo the Ist of August,
1838—the period fixed for the entire emaneipation
of the pon predial slaves—and two years short
of the time originally designated for the transforma.
tion of the agrieultural apprentiecs into free Ia.
borers. The eolony of British Guisua, urged to it
by the Home Government, followed the gencral
example in adopting this change; though, from the
comparatively moooth and suceeesful working of
the spprenticeship, compluints againet it were
much less rife there than in most of the other
colonies,

The transformation of the former slaves and late
apprentices into free luborers, whose work must
be bired uud paid for, raised st onse the serious
question of fhe rate of wuges—a question which,
even in countries where tha wages gystem has long
existed, bocomes ocossionally a source of contro-
versy apd embarrassment, Fortuuately, the sys.
tem introduced during the apprenticeship of task
work, and of extra labor, for which wages had boen
paid, afiorded & basis for the arrangement of this
question.  The wow fres laborers naturally ex-
pected to be paid the same amount per tark which

L

bad -given occagion for the Emancipation act, by l

orcupy the houses and garden grounds which a8 |
slaves and apprentices they had been pro-
vided with by their masters.  Upon this

important subject, the Emancipation act isd

omitted fo make any provisions. The planters at
onee set up a claim for rent. To that the lnbowrs
did not objeet; but other conditions of sccuparey
were coupled with it which became the occasipns
of great dissatisfaction, ard which, in their alti-
mate results, have contributed more than anytaing
else to the very thing they were intended to pre-
vent—that withdrawsl of labor from the plinta

tions of which, as oneof the consequences of the iree-

lsbor system, the planters have sll along made
such bitter complaints. Not content with bring
paid & certain money rent, the plantery insbted
that their tenants should be bound to labor on fheir
plantations exclusively, aud that they should lsbor
contivuously to the extent—unless prevented by
sickness—of the apprenticeship rulg of six tasks 8
week. These conditions the laborers regarded as
substantially depriving them of their liberty, tnd
binding them to the soil. The planters were 10t
sble to enforce this claim for labor to any grat
extent, but it produced a great uneasiness, andon
the part of the most industrious and intelligent
of the laborers, a strong desire to place
themselves  beyond  thin  sort  of  eontrol
by purchasing land and building houses of
their own, 1t was at first attempted to
prevent this by refusing to sell them land. Butin
n colony where there were so many abandoned
plantations, not to mention the abandoned fields
attached to the plantations still cultivated, tais
policy could ot long be upheld. * The result bas
been the sprizging up of a large number of villages,
scattered in different parta of the eolony, in which
a large part of the native population is collected.
Only the smaller and least efficient portion of the
emancipated people etill live on the plantations,
though houses are now offered rent-free to these
who are willing to do so. These villagers, beside
the bouses which they oceupy, are generally in pos-
session of tracts of land which they cultivate
mostly in provieions. The plantain, which
stil] remaine the favorite and staple food of
the ereole inhabitants, is pew cultivated
slmoet exchuzively by them, When not oceupied
upon their own lands, they work for wages on the
plantations, but their labor canmot be counted
upon as regular and continuous. This collection
of the people into villages is attended also by the
inconvenience of removing the luborers to a great
distance from the work to be performed. This
distanee is quite great enongh for those who live
on the plautations, ae the eultivated fields are
often two, three, and sometimes even four or five
miles from the sugar works and the houses. Labor-
ers from the villages employed upon the neighbor-
ing plantstions go still greater distances, employ-
ing in this mere passing to and fro a large part of
their time and strength.

Independently of this change in the loeality and
residence of the population, which has only Leen
brought about gradually, snd which, in the first
years of the emancipation, was comparatively little
felt, the termination of the apprenticeship eould
not but greatly enhance that disproportion between
the amount of labor at the dizposal of the planters,
and the amount required to keep up the eultiva.
tion—a digproportion which, as we Lave seen, had
its origin prior to the emancipution and indepen-
dently of it in the constant dimisution of the el
fective laboring foree of the population. FPrior to
the emancipation, the planters were able to en-
grois, and to devote to a single object the

ary is sent awiy rebuked from the bar of that only
tribuna! to which be holds himself responsible.

But this is not all, nor the worst., This visit hus
sccasioned inquiries into the institutions of Japan,
and given rise to commentaries upon them which
may be of the most evil consequence, So true is
it that one error opens the way to a flood-tide of
woree ones, It bids fir to eorrupt sl its sources
that publie virtne whose waters are for the healing
of the nation. For example, we bave just resd
with conflicting emotions of horror and alarm an
article in The Boston Post on the Empire of Japan.
Now, if we had been asked to name a manufactory
of Demoeratic opinions on whieh full reliunce could
be put for the guality of the goods it turns out,
there are few bo we should have given pre-
cedence of The Post, Standing in the midst of a
stif-necked and bard-bearted generation, not de-
pendent upon the shifling streams of local public
gentiment for its motive power, but propelled by
the profinent flow of the perennial well of the Na-
fional Treasury, we had fuith that it could never
fturn out & bad article, But just look at this:
Speaking of caste in Japan, the writer says: ** It
« ia a difficult thing for an American mind, familiar
o with instances of those who have, by their honor-
« gble labors of mind aud body, risen from the
o humblest to the highest rank in our Republie, to
« realize the idea of those Japanese artisaus and
o luborers, consigned by so inhuman and usholy an
o institution to the oune narrow, hopeless path pre-
+4 pared for their father's steps.”  Did the writerof
{his buret of malignant philanthiropy ' remember
what is at once the Corner-#one of our Republi-
ean Institutions, and the Black Marble Keystono of
{be areh of our Glorious Union? He must take
cure or this leose kind of talk may bring these
architeetursl blessings thundering about our ears.

Then sgain he goes on: ** If the intercourse and
o influence of our eountry and Govermneut with
s the Empire of Japan continues (as there is every
i regson to expect) to extend, assuredly one of its
st first and most worthy objects must be the stimu-
w lating of the Japanese to the abolition of this
« wretched and demoralizing system.”” One would
think that it was seme ill-conditioned and mouth-
foaming Abolitionist who was thus charaeterizing the
puternsl aud patrisrehul system which envobles and
strengthens our Model Republic.  Does this writer
mean fo say that a system is wretched and demor-
alizing which fixes the condition of the tillers of
the soil aud the hewers of wood and drawers of
waler, and peremptorily forbids them ever to rise
above it—they or their children? Does he pre-
sume to brand ag inheman and unhely an
institution which limite the ecareer of the
artirans and laborers to the ene narrow, hope-
less path prepared by their father's steps!
The ark of our eovenant is not to be touched by
unhullowed hands in this fushion, Our hoiy things
are not to be profuned with the polluting breath of
such blasphemy as this. We advise the editor of

The Post to be enreful how he permits any rop-
etition of this dirguised satire on our own most
cherished institutions,  He should sift his eorps of
contributors, nnd separste earcfully the precious
from the vile, allowing no such pernicious heresy
a8 this to be preached from his editorial pulpit, If
be do not, he had better take eare how he shakes
bis fficial head or he may find it tombling off his
official shoulders—long and intimate as the con-
nection has been between them, if we rightly rec-
ollect ourselves,
our Government tending to destroy this beneficent
system, the natural effect of our example and our
doctrines would be to strengthen and perpetuate

entire laboiring foree of the colony, whatever
it might be. The colony was one vast sugar plan-
tation—nothing more, The introduction of the
{me-labor system deprived the planters of this
monopoly. It at once created a great many new
ealls for labor in supplying the wants of the eman.
cipated class, at the same time that it allowed a
choice to labor or not, of which many availed
themselves, Mothers with young children now
enjoyed an opportunity of withdrawing to a cer-
tain extent from the labors of the field, while the
opening of ¢chools for the children came in direct
conflict with their employment in plantation labor.

THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION OF JAPAN,
———

It is high time we sent the Japanese home,
And we say this pot solely on their own secount.
Though we do think that we owe them a speedy
deliveranee from the hospitable horrors which have
beset them ever sinee they landed on onr soil,
before they are driven to the extreme remedy of
their own Happy Release as the ouly way of their
escape. We epeak rather on our own behalf,
Who knows into what contempt the Dred Seott
derision may come through the profuse, ill-judged
attentions paid to these Fres DP'ersons of Color
from his Majesty the President down to the lowest
depths of Cowmon Councildom? It is very true
that the free and intelligent citizens of the neigh-
boring hamlet of Philadelphin have done their best
to imprees upon their winds the foree of that great
rele of our jurisprudence whieh declares that they
have po rights which a White Man is bound to
respect.  But, notwithstanding these honorable en-
deavors, the great fact remaine that these persons,
who, if they were traveling iceg., could not get
ivlo the paltriest of our taverns, and would be
thrust with iosult out of our omoibuses and street
railway carringes, have the whole of giaut hostel-
rice—** lurger than the largest size,” like the giants
in Tom Thumb—put at their disposal, and ba-
rouches supplied to them by the Nation for what

** vehicular expeditation,”

If theso things are to be tolerated, fo what end
have the most venerable sages of our law uttered
forth, from the oraeulor bight of the Bonel of our
Supreme Judicature, their authentic responses as
to the eomplexion of the liberty our fathers meant
to establish? It is in vain to try and set up a dis-
tinetion between the euticular pigments by which
Nuture hath discriminated the African from the
Mongolian, The distinction is one without a dif-
ference. Tha latter is po more a White Man than
the former, and it is an owrage on our most cher-
ixhed institutions to make a difference between the
original lnck of rights of the two, and to deny us
our inbred prerogative of treating the one as well
as the other as suits our convenience and our profit.
The instinet of Baltimore and of Philadelphia,
which expressed itself in actiops i the fermer

Parson Adams (not South-Side) would eall their |

it. And this eommon tie may well obviate the ob-
! jection the Japancee entertain to the introduction
i of Christianity, When they find how potent an
! auxiliary the Ameriean Church is of our American
| system of Caste, they must rather hail than depre-
i eate the extension of its benefieent influences to
| themselves,

Why, what could The Post say should the Jap-
anese Tycoon propose, as one main ohject of estab-
lishing diplomatic relations with us, that it might
lead to ** the abalition of the wretched and demor-
* alizing systrm™ of Negro Slavery ! We imagine
| his Fmbassadors would find the Court of his
Majesty the Tycoon Buchanan altogether too hot
to hold them, The line f policy to be pursued is
very obvicus, and the very opposite of this sense-
less suggestion. Iustead of any interference with
the Peculiar Domestic Institutions of Japan, they
| ehould be made to see and admire the identity of
i ours with theirs.  Or, rather, the superiority of

ours over theirs—for we believe that the Caste of
| Labor thero merely confines the laborers and their
| descendants to certain kinds of work, but does not
| muke them the property of their employora. As
! the Japaneso are a very intelligent and imitative
peaple, it might not be difficult to show them how
| largely they could inerease their property by the
| #imple process of making all their laborers their
1 chattels pervonal.  And, as there exists o remarka-

ble freedom from prejudiee in our country as to

the previous status or country of the laborers we

want, it is very likely o brisk trade might sprieg

up in this article of commerce, equally profitable

to both countries.  The A, B. C. I, M, ghould at
| once send out missionaries instructed not to in-
| terfere with the institution of Caste, but to
| make use of it a8 & means of introducing the
| Goupel,  The American Traet Society should
lose no time in arranging ite publicutions in
such a mauner as to give no ground of of-
| fense to the ‘governing Japanese by suything re-
'i flecling on  their relations to their laborors.
| Perbaps the Revereud President Lord might
be prevailed upon to prove Socratically that the
system of Caste is exactly the sort of thing Jesus
Clirist eame to establish.  Andif the Reverend Dr.
Southride Adams could be induced to pay u visit to
Jupon, und show us, from his own observation, as
well as from Seripture und the nature of things,
how admiruble an institution Caste really is, and
Low much it has been abused by its muligners, the
results could not fuil to be of the happivet doserip-
tion. We could bardly expect, indeed, that the
Japanese should moke us as well-manuered and
polished a nation aa they are; bt wa might
reasonably hope, with the Divine blessing, to make
them us good Christians s ourselves. But, in the
mean time, and until 8 stop can be put to wuch
disgusting, not to say tresnonable, twaddle ss that
we have just reprehended, we think thst the
sooner the Japanese princes and their train are
reshipped for Nogasaki the better,

|
|
|
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So far from the iutercourse of

pations, In character they are lively und volatile,
uick o.l'n; nEion, (i::é;ng, nd\-uuul.na;, m
hnnl wxiuloh ur

Lilimtllifn, and make exce und silors.

L soldiers

idly, and show greut e and

i oo rofar scquiciton. of ibe Righest
branches nowledgn.

ongh indust th wminently & social and

fie i :!e"l:ud of l'ulzta_awl.l}ul'.

g secking people,
snd have frequent national holidays, Music, dancing,
and the theater are favorite amusements with 'ﬁl
clugees,

JAPANESE JUGGLERE,

Muminers, mountebanks, tumblers, coujurers, snd ull
manner of j are seen in the streets of the cities,
and are bighly populur with the people, Their jug-
glors surpass those of all other countries.
otber wonderful feats, that which has up«n&m-
ished their European and American visitors is the form-
&tion from pieces of tisene paper of ariifivial butterflies
i idd Koy Tl I Ly
vance, retreat, 4 o sip t Y wers,
and display all the uirs und graces of real butierflice.

el unt :::lj,t;te“:otm A lowest

Education is almost univ an
laborers bei to read and write. The women
are educated with nearly as much eare as the men,
The yeung lndies of the upper classes spend much of
their time in the fabrication of pretty boxes, artificial
flowers, pocketbooks, and pursea, and i the painting
of fans und pictures of birds and amimals, In fine
wenther they join with the men in al] sorta of qutdnop
and rural amusemeénts, taking especial delight in fish-
ing on the and rivers, in vessels elegantly fitted
v luiidorlod. A highly intelligent and accomplished
E::gl' man, Jamea Drommond, who resided several
yeurs in Jupan, sbout the b"“’“"'ﬁ,"-r this century,
pays: *The Ju are the wost tuscinating, elegunt
Tudies thut [ ever saw in amy country in the world.
Tuke away & few peculiarities, to which one soon
acenstomed by living among them, and they wonld at
their first dehnil.' be udmired at 8t Jumew's, or in any
other eonrt of En '

The Japinese ;:T!;eum i# invariably described as a

sreon of pleasing address and most \»o'luhed mAnners,

iven the commonest people nre neat in their persong,
and serupulously observant of the forms of politeness,
The rules that govern sociul intercourse are formed into
a regular system, and published in- books, which are
diligently studied ut sehool. Tea is a nmiversd hever-
age, and emoking is general m the wen. Ine
moruing call pipes and tea ure to the guests as
regulirly as pipes and cofiee arewnong the Turks. At
the conclugion of the visit sweetmeats are handed to the
visitor on o sheet of white paper ornamented with tin-
sel; these are eaten with chop-sticks, and if the ﬂrm
doer not eat the whole, he or she is expected to fold up
the remainder in the paper and carry it away. At
grand dinners each guest is_expected to tike with him
w servant or two to carey off in baskets the remnants
of the banquet. Fish is'a general article of diet, and
is varied with game, venison, poultry, and all sorts of
vegetables, including kind of ses-weed.  Food is
euten out of light lucquered bowls and dishes made of
pepier muché, Feasiw are followed by mousic and dan-
cing, and ire commonly closed by drinking tea, and u
spirit called sackee, 1T is the custom on the completion
of anew dwelling-house to give a house-warming, for
which purpose the neighbors and friends of the nuster
of the new honse send him liberul presents of eatables

and drinkables,
THEIR DRESS,

The ordinary dress of both eexes und of all ranks is
very similar in form, differing chiefly in the colors,
fineness, and valne of the materials, those of the higher
arders fpring generally of silk, und of the lower or-
ders of linen or calieo, ~ The dress consists of & number
of loose, wide Ifmwns worn over ench other, with the
fumily eost of arms woven or worked into the back
and breast of the onter warment, sud wll fastened at
the waist by a girdle. The sleeves are very long and
wide, and the part of the sleeve that baugs below the
arm is made to serve as a pocket, The women usonlly
wear brighter colors than the men, and_border their
robes with guy embroidery or gold. Upon ocasions
of foll dresy a clonk is worn, together with & sort of
tronsers called a, doors socks are the
only covering of the feet.  Shoes are worn abroad, of
an awkward and fnconvenient kind, conelsting of goles
of struw mutting or of wood, which, on cntering a
house, are always taken off, Neither men nor women
wear uny eovering on their heads, cxcept
as & proteetion from rain, They woreen their fuces
from the snm by the fan, which is carried by all elasses,
by ladies, priests, soldiers, and beggars. The greatest
peeuliarity of Japanese costume, however, is the sword,
the wearing of which is & mark of rank; it is strictly
prohibited to the lower orders. The middling elusses
cirry one, and the higher ranks two swords, which
are worn on the same side, one ubove wnother.

THEIR HOUSES.

The honses of the Jupaneee are low, and bailt of
wood, The walls are coated with & cement that gives
them the appearance of stone, In the windows the
place of gluss is supplied by very fine stron T,
which is protected from rain by external woodgn shnt-
ters. Verandasencircle the houses, and to almost every
dwelling, even in the cities, there is attached a garden.
Storerooms or warchouses, made fire-proof by copper
shutiers and o thick coating of clay, are numerous in
the cities, in which trudesmen keep their stock of goods,
and private families their valuable effects—as pictures,

oks, &c, Fires are frequent, and from the combust-
ible nature of the common buildings are often terribly
destroctive.  Conflugrutions consuming thonsands of
Liouses sometimes occur,

_ MARRIAGE,

Polygamy is mot permitted, but the power of divoree
on the purt of the busbund is limited only by the requi-
sition that be shall provide in & suitable manner for the
support of the |'u-|rn5.|nl' ed wife; though, in case she is
divorced by barrenncas, or for other reasons recogui
by the tribunuls as sufficient, she has no claim upon the
husband for mai Under no circumstances
whatever can a wifi demand to be separated from her
husband. Concobinage and  prostitution gre permitted
by Juw, und sre not deemed partienlarly disrepatable,
Tle conrtesans are destined (o their trade from infancy,
aud, beivg generully well educated and mompljnhus.
ure often selected as wives by respectable men, The
wort singulnr custom amonyg the women is that of
blackening their teeth, and shaving or pulling out their
eyebrows when they are married. g&lrri»d WOl

tie their girdles before, and single women behind,

JAPANESE BATHS,

. The Japanere of ull clagses nre remarkubly cleanly
in their houses and persons. They buthe frequently,
und there ure many public bath houses in the towis
“F n to ull comers Tor i fee generally equal to the eighth
of 4 cent, where both sexes bathe together entirely
nude, without, apparently, the slighest iden of impro-
lnru-t_v. In warm weather persons of both sexes may
e seent in the primitive condidon, bathing themselves
in lnrge tubs before the doors of their houses,

i Tﬂ'lim FROPENSITY TO SUICIDE,

Snicide is very common, uml is genernlly committed
by cutting open the bowels by two gishes in the shupe
of aeroes, It is toleruted, if not in some cases ap-
proved, by the laws. The criminal who thus antici-
pates execution secures the public sympathy aid up-

phinse, piving bis property from cofisoution, snd his
wnily from disgrace, “Upcn the death of saperiors or
furLErs, ruic ide: i often committed 58 nmark of per-
sonnl devotion and attachment, 1t is also common as
i euns of wsenping disgoace or revenging an affront,
where there uppears to be no other resort,  Titsingh,
in bia ** Mustrations of Japun,” says thit all wilitary

LY

men, rervants of the Emperor, aud perons holding
civil effices under the Govemnment, sre bound, when
they buve commitied uny crime, to rip thempelves up,

though not till they have received un order from the
court to that effeet; for if they were to anticipate this
order, their heirs wonld run the risk of being doprived |

of their pluces and property,  No disgrace attuches to
such u death, and the sowsicceeds to the father s place,
*Uhis prictice is g0 common,” says Titsingh, Rl'llal

scarcely imy notice is tuken of svch an event. The
sons of all persons of quality exercise themselves in
their youth, for five or eix years, with & view thut
they inay perform the operstion, in case of need, with
muecfulnes und doxtenty; aou they take as mueh
uins to nequire this accomplishment s vouth among
#to become elognnt dancers or akillfal horsemen:
Fenee the profound contempt of denth which they imbibe
u their enrliont years, This disregurd of death, which
hey prefer to the slightest digrace, extendssto the
very lowest clusses smong the Jipunese,” 1t is related,
in Aliustration of this propensity to resort to suicide,
bt two high officers ul‘l the court met on the pnlam'
tairs und jostled ench other. Oue was un iraseible
wan, and inmedintely demunded satisfaction.  The
other, of u plucuble disposition, represented that the
circumstianee was mriJ::luJ and tendered an umple
uwlap. remurking that no other satisfisction conld res-
sonabily be d d. The i ible man, however
would not be ap i and finding that be conld  not
nmvnle the other to & conflict, ho snddenly drew up
Lis robes, unsheutbed hin sword, and cut maelf opan
in the prescribed mode.  As i pomt of honor his adver-

was under the necessity of followi
?.'.’m uecounta state M’u':a m'mm

v horri karri, or ** bappy disputeh,” us this petice of

fieet high, with the heads o
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MANUPACTURES,
The Japanese work admirably well in
Id, and all mctals, Manufactures
every part of the couptry,
Brought to such & of

i
H

"

i

2
g
§

thoee other f the Lo g
thoee of avy part of the world.
in wood excels that of all other
with great «kill in soras,
and copper, which the color
manner unintlalwn elsewhere,
sara well made,
md glass in_all its branches,
are upapproachuble in lqlllllfl , and
lent wirrors of teel. Faper is made
the mulberry tree in great abundance,
able nnnﬁ rit is used not on J
inting, or W .
P'ria.-l'n uliul napkine. ' They mm
die-sinking, and in the casting of
are extensively nsed for idole. Their
baeco factories, ilxwrn&:, dul-d.l&e:q d
fact estublishmerts, ure frequently
kal?%]%oy‘ing bun of workmen.
of Minko, Yeddo, and Osaka are the great
mapufactures, At Miako are made damarks,
tuffetas, und other wilk fubrice of every kind,
articles, “P-l.:'o weurfs, screens, funs, ping, bo
nts, tea-boxes, grindstones, porce
E:::ithmi"e?!:i‘:: at ?mkn, coﬂm-good;and
and ut nearly every species of
carried on, The people show the
and aptitude for imitating all kinds
ofactures, and they are already
microscopes, telescopes, clocks,
spoons, &e., of native make from E
and :Tl’d

at & very cheap rate. Iron and
intlseE:u.m'l ‘r{tylammdu.ndmmm

with the latest inmvrmrnu. Colt's revolvers und
Sharp's rifles wre made by native
:l Nuqm;ki works bave been established for tl
netion of steam-engines without "
and a serew-steamer built, which has been successfully
naviguted from Nugusuki to Yeddo in nine duys, ens
tirely by native sumen und engineers,
INLAND TRADE.
The internal trade of Japan is carried on with
activity. The roads are good and kept In ex
order, aod stables, taverns, and warchotses, are
abundunt for the sccommodation of %
other travelers, Commerciul operations are oo
with promptness and ity, and sometimes on &
most u:esaive uall:) Ton. Somom w Dcﬁ
factory in Japan, who visi , MaY8
binngminp&nthu visit: “ There is & silk mercer here
mrugm,waomwmnm t towns
throughout the empire. Il you buy any! of
e o o o L N S 2
no it, you may return
to his shop there, mﬁ mei{;; back whole sumg
.

m:hu Yeddo. Thwh&hﬂt&:ﬂiﬁm
i During n‘:g stay st Y t occurred
tremendous fire, that laid everyth our residence
included, in ashes over an area of 3

by 1}. iuign_ru lost on this oceasion, beride hia shop,
el of e el Tick ol iogether Spos B
weight of spun silk, w e -
self, the Jrfn ese knowing ing of ineurances.
Notwithstanding this, be sent 40 of his servants to our
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useistance during the fire, who were of use o
us, The second day after the eon bLe was
alrendy rebuilding his premises, pa every car-

ut ten nl:.al.lnp a

uter at the rate of
s: ' Goods are eonveyed by land on pack
and oxen. But the principal carriage of merchandise
is by water, for though the peculinr construction of the
Jupanese vessels unfits them for long sen
are well e:imugh adapted hl.:t.bc navi
rivers, and for coastin m 1o port,

and o hlang:“'[he'om:‘m of the

np afford great tica for & coasting trade, from
5{3 ghundam of harbors and of shelter for vessels of
small size; and these faclities ure e tically used by
the people of the ho kaem
ber of vessels, from fishing boats to junks of 300 tuns
burden. Commerce is free from uny impediments by
tells or duties, and the inland tradé is promoted by
great fuirs, which, from time to tiwe, are held at
city of Miako,

[}

§

FOREIGN COMMERCE.

Until o very recent dute the forvign commeres of
Japan, for more than two centuries past, was limited
to the Clinese und the Dutch. The Chinese trade in
t-or;!l!]negm to H;muki. rhm @ ﬁew ,itm:.:l Arvive ane
nu u ports of Amoy, ’l:fpo
The ﬁuu-h were ullowed to \r{nit y the port_of Na-
gaenki, where the # fuctory on g small island
called Desima, in which twelve or thirteen merchants
lived, closely watched by the Japunese, and allowed
very little ilmﬂ.i:. Two ships were anoually sent

iveey th l.ml bur-iron, fine Mm-fm

, Ivol tin, y iron «l
uu']‘tiha. lﬁ:ihmlw, rilks, clu\'e!: tortoiscwshell, dru
epectacles, looki -ﬁ!;ntrv. watches, and various he
and roots to which the Jupanese nscribe medioal vir-
toes. The chief articles of export were coffes, cam-
phor, luequered goods, poreelain and rice. In 1846,
the m;gom of the llmr{uminlo J amounted to only
$92,446, and the exports to m!,g;. In 1852, how-
ever, American diplonsey suece in removing the
restrictions which ‘hnd for centuries hampered the for-
eign intercourse with Japan, and wany of the
Empire bave since been opened to external commerce.
The articles most in use among the J. s dre tsmes
of all kinds, cotton prints, culicoes, , canlets,
emall putterned chiniz, velvets, woolen cloth, blank-~
otx, red shawls, glissware, mirrors, drugs, ivory, mns-
kels, und cheap clocks and walches. Tﬁlm profit-
Iibl(- _ax|\&rl1.a thun“ﬁnr are J:ru\-'mi.u which find u war-
et in Ching, rilk, camphor, vege i

]qul‘ﬂ'l.l ware and l‘llIIlEl'I‘. e ek e e
J JAPANESE MOXEY,
. 'The chief obstacle to profitable trade since the
g of the ports hus proved W be the peculinr ideas
the Japanese Government on the subject of the ¢
rency, The money of Japan consists of & '
:{ , nsﬂl!:l Nl;ﬂh lmd} S coins, The
eain is the obung, whicl is 6 inches in k 3
in breadih, nudfs worth about $100, Imh)t in ml_

L

of
ur-
variet

mon use,  The la d coim in ordinary i

is the cobang, u'hﬁuhmg] T:I.Th:: in longth, and 1 in
:T::d;:hii h:t‘ Il: ymrlt'h ahml:'t &7 50, | more oom-
1 N o itribue, which when of i= worth
intrinsicully ubout §1 75. The ailvnq in the com-

won slver coin, nud rih celte
coin bas been I‘G'NIII;: in‘m:ul.:‘:llll:l’l’lm :l'm

worth about half 4 dollar,  But foreign coins uob
been allowed w circulate umong the a::l‘i..ﬂﬂ
forcigners huve been compelled to e their own
money for Jupanese cvins, al u valoation which has

rendered it very difficult  carey on u profitable trade.

Arr ments, however, have reeently made
which it is lupim:: v:;if n-a:dy mdﬁuﬂv& -
BCIENCE AND .

In science, the Japunese huve sorih cnltivated
n:;:ii.ll; 'ili:'.’ nﬁmmm), m &ad:rmﬂliﬂ.
Ve preve m ﬁvul‘ad{! ansiom
Ey dissection, und lhm;\-ron, have ﬂ akill ‘

surgery; buf, ns , they succeed betier, aud
areo ablo to copo w@glhu most ﬂ'a.ﬂnhﬂ vrooe
wiedicul men who have vinited

under the auspices of the Duteh speak of the
s R B I
ment in the healing nrt. A inventions are
ucupuneture and moxs burning, of which,

In Brope, Tto Whick iy tod bova from
Jm most nu’arhﬂl medical “m‘.
however, ia that of a powder called dosia, whieh
m';n disenpen of t.:nd Eﬂ other L
‘Tuken 1o perfoct beali, i chowss the spirite nud e



